INTERIOR   OF   JERUSALEM.
There are at present in the convent, eighty-
eight persons, and these are all fed from the
same table* There is therefore a purser, a baker,
a cook, a steward, and their respective assistants,
as in a large ship. The stated quantity of food
ifc apportioned to every man, and no one can
demand more than his allowance. The days of
fast are also regularly observed, and all proceeds
in established order. The bread, the wine, and
the vegetables of the convent are excellent, and
these are at all times allowed without restric-
tion. Meat is rather scarce and dear, fish is
not generally to be procured; and poultry is
used but sparingly. Rice and oil are among the
great articles of consumption, and tire-wood is
said to be among the dearest of all.
The friars, on coming from Europe, have their
passage and travelling expenses paid; and on
entering here tiiey must bow implicit obedience
to their superior, on pain of excommunication*
Their time of service is generally fixed on set-
ting* out, either for three, or five, or seven
years. When this period has expired, if they
desire to return, the superior cannot detain
them; but he is not bound to furnish them with
the means of going home. If they remain
longer than the fixed period, it is at the discre-
tion of the superior; but if he insists on their
going back, the full charge of the passage-